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Reports on South Indian Epigraphy 








"From Tirumala I (V. Venkayya, M.A, f officiating 
Govt. Epigraphist) proceeded to Thiruchanur, which 
is popularly known as Chiratanur and as Padmasaras 
among the* Madhvas. The village derives its impor- 
tance from the temple which is now dedicated to 
Alamelumanga, the consort of the God at Tirupati 
and which is a comparitively recent one. it is doubt- 
ful if this goddess was the presiding deity of the 
place in early times as welL The most ancient shrine 
of the temple, which is said to have bsen called 
Sundareraja Perumal was pulled down a few years 
ago and the ancient Inscriptions which it contained 
were all scattered. Seme of the inscribed slabs are 
found at the er trances to private houses. A few 
have been built into modern structures and others 
are layirg uncared for in the temple and its neigh- 
bourhood, in some of th.se fragments the village is 
called Tiruchchogunur or Tiruchchoginur while the 
form Tiruchchogunur occjres in later inscriptions 
found at Yogimallayaram, which is quite close to 
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firuGhehanur. Thus the connection which is claimed 
for the village with the sage Su-ka is not warranted 
by earlier records, The temple or at least the shrine 
which has been pulled down was apparently known in 
ancient times as IZangayil. In one of the Tanjore 
inscriptions of the Chola King Rajaraja-1 (South Indian 
Inscriptions, Vol. 11 No. 68) reference is made several 
times to the Tiruvi/angayil temple at Katfambur. Here 
there is nothing to prove absolutely whether liravHan* 
goyil was a Saiva or V&ishuava temple. The Tamil 
work Periyapuranam, which gives gn account of the 
sixty-three devotees of Siva mentions the l/angoyij 
at Miyachchur, which must be Saiva* Again in the 
Nallure grant of Vijayanagara King Harihara-ll publi* 
shed by me (EP. Ind. Vol III, p. 128, Versa 243 
Ya/angoyll which is a popular form of I/an gay il, 
occures as the name of a Saiva temple. The word 
I/angoyll itself means 'the house of the yeung king' 
and may be taken to devote a shrine of Subrahmanya. 
Thus there is reason to suppose that the shrine in 
Tiruchchanur temple which has been pulled down 
was originally called l/angoyll and was therefore Saiva. 
From the earliest hitherto discovered inscription of 
the place (No. 262 of 1904) it appears that this shrine 
was built as an accompaniment of the temple at 
Tirupati, known at that time as Tiruvenga^attu Peruma- 
na^igal. Perhaps this can be taken to support the 
popular belief that the deity at Tirumala was originally 
Slra."* 
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'7hd meVettient Was fetfongly theistic ih its 
feharacter and definitely aimed at putinjj down Jainism 
and Buddhism. An ardent devotion to Siva of Vishnu 
began to spread among the people. Tho Saiva Saint! 
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known as Nayanmars of whom these were 63 and 
the Vaishnava leaders called A/wars ten or twelve in 
number according to different accounts kept moving 
from shrine to shrine singing devotional songs and 
holding public disputations. Royal patronage came to 
be transferred to the Bhakti movement. Hymns in 
praise of Siva and Vishnu were composed in easy 
popular speech of the time and were'! so soul-stirring 
that people were greatly attracted to the Bhakti 
Movements/ 9 
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"The greatness of Peya/war lay in his knowledge- 
vision of the divine from deeper perception of God s 
etarnal di-unity as Divine-Two, comprising Narayana 
and his consort Sri (Tiru)." 6 
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. ' Puranas say that 

this Hii! was brought here from the land of Vaikun{ha by 
Garuda for the sport of the Divine couple, ^The Hill it self 
is spoken of as en Avapra of Apisesha, the serpent Couch 

of vlshnu" 19 &3 ^S.^^o & rf^rfo 
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The god who flourished 

on the southern side of Swamy pushkarini (Holy tank) is 
in reality Bhagavan skanda (Subrahmanya). He is alternately 
Called Kurnmaraswamy and the Tank is caiied Swami 
pushkarini. because it is a tank, Just like Bhimasena 
is abbreviated ^Bhima' and Satyabharna 'bhama' it is easy 
to Infer that Swami is an abbraviation of Kumara Swami " 13 
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"This acc'unt of Bhavishyottara Parana makes cut that 
Tondaman was the builder of Vankateswarajemple with the 
vimana, two g^puras, three pralcaras, the seversl apartments 
and sppartinances in ^nci out of it. as wbSI cs resting places 
on the way uphills. But tha Jtsvasthanam inscriptions refe r 
to those items as the service of different individuals 
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"!t must be mad dear here that the external 
manifestation of the Lord at Tirurnala is only that qf 
Lord Vishnu, but he being a Sarvabhutantaratma, can 
be worshipped and is being worshipped as Siva by 
Seivites, as Skanda by those who worship Subrah* 
manya Swami, as divine Mother by those who worship 
Devi or Saktl. The Lsrd of TIrumala is not a mere 
sectarian God, though the outward from is undoub- 
tedly that of Lord Vishnu only. He is Vishnu, Siva, 
Rudra, Brahma, Mahsswari, MahskaH, Maha Lakshmi, 
Maha Saraswati, Skanda or any other form to any 
devotee who conceives of the Lord in that aspeet. 
All the upacharas or tha services rendered to this 
Idol are in effect rendered to the eternal Lord. This 
is the real secret of the Lord of Seven Hills. ' as 
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"According to Buddhist tradition, td Cartdn Wad 
written on Palmyra leaves immediately after the Buddha's 
death " l 
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"Having heard that a number of poems 
on some thousand sheets of copper had bson pre- 
served by the pious care of a family of brahmins in 
the temple on the sacred hi!! at Tirupati, i deputed 
a native for the purpose of examining th&m, but with 
the exception of a treatise on grammar of which a 
copy was taken, the whole collection was found to 
contain nothing but voluminous hymns in praise of 
the Deity/' 18 
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exdelleney In coundil regrets that the Mahant 
Defused to permit Dr. HUltzsch's brahmin assistant to 
snter the inner part of the Tirurnata Temple at upper 
Tirupatt ahd trusts that on a future occasion per- 
mission to do this rrtay be accorded/' 
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"Through the kind offices of Mr. M.L, Vanghan, 
i C,S., Collector of North Arcort, I was permitted to 
exsm'ne the interior of the fmple at Tirumala and 

the copper Plates secured there They are however 

no^ sssanas or royal edicts, but contain songs com* 
posted by a member of Tailapakam family/ 1 
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"As no European is permitted to enter the temple 
these three statjes, which are of considerable histo* 
nee! interest deserve to ba photographed by a caste 
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"Many huge inscribed Copper Plates are kept 5n 
the underground cellers in the tempi on upper- 
Ahcbilam, These are of the same type as those 
found in the "Fallapakam vari Kottu on the Tirupati 

Hill and also actully belong to that temple and not 
to Ahobilanr" 88 
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